Raga of the month May 2020
Raga Hansdhwani

Raga Hansdhwani is a well-known Raga introduced in Hindustani Music from Carnatic
Music. Ustad Aman Ali Khan, the doyen of BhendiBazaar Gharana was instrumental in
popularising Raga Hansdhwani in Hindustani Music. With Madhyam and Dhaivat omitted
from the shuddha scale (of Bilawal Thata), the Raga is pentatonic, utilising notes SR G P
and N. It shares the same notes with addition of Dhaivat in Raga Shankara. In Raga
Shankara, Gandhar and Nishad are prominent and are Nyasa swaras. Shadja Pancham
samvad, nyasa on Shadja and Rishabh and phrases GPRS, G”R” NPS” highlight the
distinctive flavour of Hansdhwani. Aroha- SR, GPNS”; Avaroha- S” NPGR, GR ‘N'PS;
Thata- Bilawal, Ganasamaya- 7 p m to 10 p m. SwaraVistar and Tane as explained in the
book Abhinav Geetanjali Part 1 written by Pandit Ramashreya Jha are included in Page 2.

Please listen to (i) the original Carnatic kriti “VAtApi Ganapatim” of Raga Hansdhwani sung by Pandit
Chhannulal Mishra **; (ii) a duet by Dr. M. Balamuralikrishna and Pandit Ajoy Chakrabarty*; (iii) a Ganapati
prayer composed by Acharya S. N. Ratanjankar and sung by Pandit K G Ginde ; (iv) a bandish composed
by Pandit Govind Narayan Natu and sung by Smt. Apoorva Gokhale and (v) a prayer “Viharati

Brahmanandini” composed 60 years ago by Padmashree Pandit Balwantrai Bhatt invoking “Ad §9-3MEal
SeIHa-T gdl TRW—“Devi Saraswati riding the white swan”- sung by Pt. Rasiklal Andharia (in Raga
Hansdhwani)

* The Bandish LAgi Lagan Sakhi Pati San composed by Ustad Aman Ali Khan is based on the kriti “VAtApi
Ganapatim”. The authentic lyrics of the Bandish are (i) ®IRl- ARl @ G&! Uil 4, TRY & i 371 |
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**Chhannulal Mishra was born on 3 August 1936 in Hariharpur, Azamgarh district of Uttar
Pradesh, He first learnt music from his father, Badri Prasad Mishra, then became a disciple of
‘Ustad Abdul Ghani Khan' of Kirana gharana. Later, he got training from Thakur Jaidev Singh.

Pandit Chhannulal Mishra evolved his own style through a combination of features of Kirana
Gharana and Patiala Gharana. The Sangeet Natak Academy Award is one of the prominent
awards he has received. He was honoured with the “Padma-Vibhushan” award in 2020.
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Extract from the book Abhinav Geet Manjari- Part 1- Raga Hansdhwani.




